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INTRODUCTION

International Council on Social Welfare [ICSW] is a worldwide voluntary sector network in the field of social welfare and policy. ICSW established in 1928 in Paris is a global organization with a long history of service in welfare field. It has National Chapters in more than 75 countries. Indian Chapter of ICSW was started in 1947 at Mumbai and was responsible to lay National Welfare Policies in India and to form a separate Central Ministry of Welfare.
Indian Council of Social Welfare - Kerala State Branch 
Indian Council of Social Welfare (ICSW) is a non-political, non-governmental, non-sectarian and non-profit making organisation in the field of Social Welfare affiliated to the National Body of Indian Council of Social Welfare, Mumbai.  The headquarters of the Kerala State Branch is at Rajagiri College of Social Sciences, Kalamassery.

ICSW has been functioning in Kerala since 3rd October 1954. Kerala State branch has its office at the campus of Rajagiri College of Social Sciences, Kalamassery, Ernakulam, with District branches in all the 14 districts of Kerala. ICSW marked its presence in Kerala with:-

· Network of Professional Social Workers[image: ]
· Scrutinizing documents of adoption and submitting reports to courts
· Issuing registration to social work professionals and practitioners
· Planning and implementing various programs for social workers
· Exchange of information and experiences among social workers and agencies of social welfare.
· Collaborate and co-operate with the state and welfare organizations related to social work.
· Liaison with the courts, lawyers, adoption agencies and social workers.
· Provide a State Branch forum for the discussion of social welfare and related matters.
· Foster the development of social welfare throughout the state of Kerala.
· Promote the exchange of information and experiences among social workers, social agencies and others interested in social welfare.
· Facilitate and promote cooperation and coordination among the state and local organizations in the field of social welfare.
· Undertake and promote research studies on social issues.
· Collaborate and cooperate with the schools of social work and other state welfare organizations.
· Promote and safeguard the status of professional social workers.
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STATE LEVEL EXECUTIVE COMMITTTE FOR THE YEAR 2013-2015

	President
	:
	Mr. M P Antoni, Ernakulam

	Vice Presidents
	:
	Dr. Asha P. Rao, Thrissur

	
	
	Fr. Raju George Thottathil

	
	
	Mr. Fabian Prince, Thiruvananthapuram

	
	
	Smt. Rosakutty Abraham

	General Secretary (In-Charge)
	:
	Mr. Deepak G

	Associate Secretary
	:
	Fr. Jisho Alumkal ,Kottayam

	Treasurer
	:
	Mr. Jacob Thumbayil, Ernakulam





Representatives from all District branches Elected for the year 2013-15 


Immediate Past President:  Mrs. Beena Sebastian, Ernakulam 

Immediate Past Gen Secretary:  Mr. Jineshlal R.V

Representative from Patron Members: Fr. Jose Alex CMI, Ernakulam 

Representative from Life Members: Dr. Celine Sunny, Ernakulam 

Representative from VO/NGO members:    Ms. Aisha Salim, Ernakulam 


Representative from Institutional member:  Fr. Romance Antony, Kottayam 


Representative from State Branch 
of Associations of Social Work                  : Dr. Anish K.R., ASSK, Ernakulam 

Co-opted members:   Dr. Mary Joseph, Ernakulam 
                             Dr. J. Prasant Palakkapillil CMI, Ernakulam   
                             Dr. Cherian. P. Kurien, Idukki 
                                   Dr. P. M. Mathew, Kasaragod
                                    


MEETINGS HELD

Two Executive Committee Meetings were held during the period. The details are given below:

1. Executive Committee Meeting held on 16th May 2015 at Rajagiri College of Social Sciences, Kalamassery, Ernakulam.
2. Executive Committee Meeting on 3rd February 2016 at Rajagiri College of Social Sciences, Kalamassery, Ernakulam. 

ACTIVITIES 

STATE BRANCH AS AN ADOPTION SCRUTINISING AGENCY ICSW 

The state branch is the Scrutinizing Agency appointed by the Govt. of India, Supreme Court of India and High Court of Kerala for inter country and in country scrutiny of the petitions filed for adoption/guardianship and to submit its recommendations to the Honorable District Courts and
Family Courts in Kerala for their consideration, while passing orders.


     IN -COUNTRY SCRUTINY CASES BY ICSW

ICSW Kerala State Branch scrutinized twenty six in-country adoption cases referred by the honorable Family Court of Trivandrum, during this period April 2016 to March 2016.

	N the 
	INTER-COUNTRY SCRUTINY CASES BY ICSW 
      
ICSW Kerala State Branch scrutinized two inter-country adoption cases referred by the    honorable Family Court of Trivandrum, during this period April 2016 to March 2016.

REQUEST FOR RENEWAL OF RECOGNISION OF ICSW AS THE SCRUTINISING  AGENCY FOR ADOPTION
 ICSW Kerala State Branch submitted a request to the honorable High Court of Kerala for the renewal of recognition of ICSW as the scrutinizing agency of In-country and Inter-country adoption. Along with this request, the State office submitted the copies of favorable judgments provided by the Central Office to support the appeal. As a result of this appeal, the honorable High Court accepted the request of ICSW Kerala State Branch to act as the Scrutinizing Agency for In-country and Inter-country Adoption before the Family Courts, District Courts and the Juvenile Justice Boards under Juvenile Justice Act in the State.
 
	

	
	
	

	
	

	





PETITION TO THE CHAIRMAN OF KERALA STATE LEGAL SERVICE AUTHORITY

ICSW Kerala filed a petition to the Chairman of Kerala State Legal Service Authority on October 05, 2015 for appointment of social workers while constituting benches of Lok Adalat. As per Kerala Legal Service Authority Rules 1998, rule no-29, the social worker is a part of the benches of Lok Adalat. Most of the benches of Lok Adalat are not comprised of social workers, though there is a provision for a social worker to be a part of the Lok Adalat Bench. ICSW Kerala requested to the Chairman Kerala State Legal Service Authority to issue necessary orders to all the concerned judicial authorities or Legal Service Committees to appoint social workers in the benches of Lok Adalat. As a result of our efforts, the Kerala State Legal Service Authority approved our request and directed us to forward the list of qualified social workers to the respective District Legal service Authorities of all districts of Kerala and the list of social workers were submitted accordingly.

MEMBERSHIP

During the period April 2015 to March 2016, we had enrolled 70 new members to ICSW- Kerala. The details are given below:

1. Life Members: 70

2. Individual Members: Nil

STUDENT ORIENTATION PROGRAM

ICSW facilitated training and orientation sessions to social work students for undertaking organizational study on child welfare and adoption, networking among NGO’s etc.

CONCLUSION

ICSW Kerala, during 62 years of its existence, is glad that we, as an umbrella body of networking, is gaining strength. The present team gratefully acknowledges the support of the National Team, the various district branches of the state, each of the institutional and individual members, Rajagiri College of Social Sciences, Department of Social Welfare, Kerala, Central Adoption Resource Authority (CARA), High Courts, District Courts & all Family courts in Kerala, all Child Welfare Committees, Association of Schools of Social Work in Kerala (ASSK) and Live Labs in Rajagiri who were abundantly helpful and offered their priceless support. We look forward to continue the great tasks with your enormous and high-quality suppor[image: ][image: ][image: ]t.
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