



Kerala State Branch of I.C.S. W. - A Retrospect

Indian Council of Social Welfare - Kerala State Branch
Indian Council of  Social Welfare (ICSW) is a non-political, non-governmental, non-sectarian  and non-profit making organisation in the field of Social Welfare affiliated to the National Body of Indian Council of Social Welfare, Mumbai.  It functions in Kerala since 3rd October 1954.  The headquarters of the Kerala State Branch is at Rajagiri College of Social Sciences, Kalamassery.
Social league
The history of Kerala State branch of Indian Council of Social welfare ( ICSW) can be traced to the Social League .In 1937, the Social league, the first cosmopolitan organization for youth in Cochin State was organised for the social, cultural and intellectual development and Shri John P Valavi the known business man  became the General Secretary. Debating society was the nucleus of the social league. Debates were conducted on Sundays in English and Malayalam, alternately on current topics. 
Moved by the pathetic life of street boy, John P Valavi along with friends started an evening school under the auspices of the social league in the premises of the Muslim School. Reading room and library was started in 1940, with several dailies, weeklies and magazines, in Malayalam, English and Hindi. A large  number of people made use of this facility. The activities of the social league attracted youths, particularly the present and past students of the Maharaja’s college and local high schools. Even though social league did not bestir in active politics, its members were interested in Quit India movement and constructive work. Members belonged to all walks of life and political learning. During summer holidays, literacy and health campaigns were organized in rural areas. This directed the energy of students for useful purposes, such as instruction in literacy health and hygiene among rural masses. This programme was started in March 1940 in the suburbs of Ernakulam , 
The slump in coir industry and general rise in prices consequent upon the world war had thrown thousands of poor labourers in back water areas into acute poverty and distress. The Social league floated a famine Relief fund in September 1940 with two committees to collect funds from South and North of Ernakulam
The cyclone and flood that swept over Central Kerala in 1941 did the greatest damage to Cochin State.. The committees formed for famine relief continued their work for cyclone and flood relief also. Rice, money etc. were collected and distributed in the afflicted areas. They also co-operated with other associations that came forward to help the people.
 A meeting of the public of Ernakulam was held on 14th august 1941 under the auspices of the Social league at the Maharajas College hall to condole the sad demise of Dr. Rabindranath Tagore. 1941, John P Valavi conducted a census of the beggars of Ernakulam town with the assistance of the members of the social league and the municipal staff. This experience gave him an insight into the intricacies of the beggary problem and helped to prepare his scheme” how to tackle beggary” for the Beggar Relief committee of the Government of Cochin. Mr. John’s scheme to tackle beggary was serialized in English and vernacular newspapers in 1943, and later published as a booklet under the title “How to Tackle Beggary”. The book as well as several articles published and meetings held at various places and lobbying with legislators paved the way for Anti-Vagrancy Act 1945 in Cochin State. Travancore soon followed suit. Relief settlements were started at Ernakulam, Palluruthy and Trichur.”
The leadership and guidance given to students through the social league helped them secure distinction in intellectual, literary and academic fields and in professional careers
John P Valavi encouraged the members to pursue social work as a profession, and provided background experience and certificates. In 1940s five members of the social league joined the Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai .They were able to secure high positions in the welfare and labour department. Dr. J M Kumarappa, the then  Director of the institute had special consideration for the members of the social league .
Starting of the Kerala branch of Indian council of Social welfare (ICSW)   
When the Kerala branch of Indian council of Social welfare (ICSW) was started at Ernakulam in 1954, the Social League was merged with it. The inaugural conference of the state branch of the Indian Council Of Social welfare (ICSW) was held at St’Albert’s college hall, Ernakulam from 3rd to 5th October 1954, Dr. Jivarj N. Mehta   the National ,ICSW President presided, and Sri. Pattom Thanu Pillai, Chief Minister of T.C State delivered the inaugural address. This happy action marked the beginning of a long and proud record of achievements in social service in Kerala.

On the following days were held separate group meetings on (1) Industrial Relations and Labour elfare. (2) Beggar Problem. (3) Women d Social Work and (4) Students and Adult education. In one of the sessions John P Valavi presented a paper on “Beggar Problem” .In that conference John P Valavi was elected the General secretary for ICSW State Branch. He organised state conferences of ICSW at Ernakulam thrice, Trivandrum, Kottayam, Calicut, Cannanore and Trichur, and participated in National conferences at Madras , Lucknow, Bangalore, Jaipur and Cochin. 
The first group meeting was presided over by Sri M. S. Venkataraman, Administrative Officer, Port  of Cochin. Papers were read on “Human Project of Production Efficiency” by M/s A. S. George and M S. Thomas, on “Labour Welfare Practices” by M/s P. A. Bhaskaran, V. I Chacko and Mathew Kadavan, on “Labour Legislation” by Is P. Balagangadhara Menon, S. N. Raman and C. N. Menon and on “Trade Unionism” by Shri K. Dewer. Shri S. N. Ramakrishnan acted as the Secretary and M/s M. S. Thomas and Thomas John the recorders.

The second group meeting was presided over by Shri K. K. Kuruvila. Papers were read on “Tackling beggar problem in Municipal areas” by M/s John P. Valavi and P. Balakrishnan, on “Problem of Juvenile Delinquency” by M/s K, K. Kuruvila and Mr. S. S. Rao, on “Settlement of Able-Bodied eggars” by Shri P. A. Kuruvila, on “Problem of Migrant Lepers” by Rev Fr. Joseph K. W. Thomas and Dr. Daniel and on “Relief work by private Agencies” by Rev Fr. G. T. Thekkekara and Rev Fr.Thomas Panat. Shri M. Abdul Kadir acted as the secretary and Shri K. J. Kattikaran as the recorder.

The third group meeting was presided over by Mrs Mary Clubwalla Jadhav. Papers were read on “Social Welfare” by Mrs. Freda M. Bedi, on “Social Welfare Board” by Miss P. Janaki Amma and Srnt. P, Thankamma, on “Women and Medical Social Work” by Dr. V. B. Muhammed, on “Family and Child Welfare” by Dr. K. J. Abraham, Rev. Sr. Teresita Rev. Sr. Georgia, and Dr. Rajalakshmi, on “Women and their Leisure hours” by Dr. O. K. Madhavi Amma, Mrs. K. A. Mathew and Miss B. Anandavalli Amma and on “Prevention and Treatment of Social Vice” by Rev. Fr. John Pinakat. Miss T. K. Devi acted as the secretary and Mrs Cyril Raj and Shri V. E. Ease as the recorders.

The fourth group meeting was presided over by Mgr. Joseph Vaippichery. Papers were read on “'Students and National Reconstruction” by shri Thariyan Abraham, on “Students and Practical Social Work” by M/s P. D. Kuruvila, J. Cyril Raj, P. M. Mani and K. T. Thomas, on Students and Civic Consciousness” by Prof. P. S. Velayudhan, Prof. N. R. Ramachandran and Sri T. A. Paraman, and on “Students and Adult Education” by M/s A G. Augustine, M.V. Mathai and Prof. O. J Antony, Shri Tharyan Abraham acted as the secretary and Mrs. Nilina Abraham and Miss Mercy Kuruvila as the Recorders. A large number of delegates and observers participated in the discussions held in each group meeting, where several recommendations were made Sri A. G. Augustine proposed the vote of thanks.


LEPROSY RELIEF CONFERENCE, 10 & 11th March 1955—Kottavam

The State Branch organised a conference of leprosy experts and social workers on 10th and 11th March 1955 at Kottayam. On 10th  H. H, the Rajpramukh, T. C. State, inaugurated the conference, which was presided over by Principal L. M. Pylee, Lieut. Col G. Varghese M. D. C. I. E. M, S (Retd) presented on behalf of the State branch of I. C. S. W, a scheme for “Anti-Leprosy work for T. C. State”. Shri A.V. George welcomed the gathering of about three thousand people prese nt from all over the State. 

At the Delegates conference held next day, Lieut Col G. Varghese presided. Dr. S. S. Oonnithan, State Leprosy Officer, Noornad, acted the secretary and Dr. T. N. N Bhattathiripad, Gandhi Memorial Leprosy control Unit, Mararikulam (now State Leprosy Officer) as the recorder. Papers were read on “Control of Leprosy” by Dr. S. S. Oonnithan, on “Preventive Aspects of Leprosy Relief work” by Mgr. Paul Chittilappilly, Director, Damien Institute, Trichur, on “Sulphones” by Dr. Daniel Devilly, Damien Institute, Trichur and on “Modern Treatment for Leprosy” by Dr. T. H. Wyss M. D., Poor Leprosy Hospital, Shertallai. 80 delegates representing 50 institutions including all the leprosy relief agencies in the State participated in the conference which evolved a scheme to tackle the leprosy problem and submitted the same to the Government for implementation.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT TRIVANDRUM 1955 October 22 to 25

The conference was inaugurated by Sri. A. A. Rahim, Minister for Health. Mr. Justice T. K. Joseph presided. Sri. A. J. John, Minister for Home hoisted the flag and Sri. K. Kochukuttan, Minister opened the exhibition. Sri. John P Valavi, General Secretary, presented the Annual Report.
Group meetings were held on (1) Medical Relief Workers (2) Family and Child Welfare (3) Workers in the Rehabilitation of Beggars and old & infirm (4) Students and Social work with Dr. V. R. Narayanan Nair, Smt. P. Thankamma, Sri. K. Kochukuttan and Dr. C. S. Venkiteswaran respectively as chairmen. Mrs. Thankam Kurup, M/s. C. Krishna Pillai. K T Varkey, K. T. George, M. Abdul Kadir, Thomas John, O. J. Antony, Gopala Kurup,K. K. Madhavan and Joseph Kainady acted as group secretaries.

Sectional meetings were held on (1) Welfare Project in Rural Areas (2) Current Problems in Social Welfare and (3) Correctional Administration. The first section was presided over by Sri. S. R. Venkataraman. Papers were read by M/s. P. A. Bhaskaran and M. Abdulsalam I. A. S. on “ Community Projects and Social Welfare ”, by Smt. P. Thankamma on “ Welfare Extension Projects” and by Sri. K. Jacob Cherian on “ Community Projects & Social Education ”. 

The second section was presided over by Dr. P. J. Thomas. Papers were read by Dr. Thomas on “Unemployment”, by Rev. Fr. Francis Sales and Sri. P. G. K. Panicker on “Our Population” and by Sri. V. I. Chacko on “Labour in India of Today & Tomorrow ”. 

The 3rd section was presided over by Sri. A. V. John. Papers were read by Sri. John on “Open Penal Institution and Prison Labour”, by Sri. V. Krishna Menon and Miss. I. D. Malani (Baroda) on “Probation and After Care”, by Sri. P. Vasudeva Pillai on “Model Juvenile Court” and by Sri. G. G. Dadlani (Baroda) on “ Problems of Handicapped Children”, Sri. A. V. George presided over the open session.

This Conference made very valuable recommendations to the Government, some of which particularly those relating to correctional administration have been implemented.





ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT ERNAKULAM
September 29 to 1st October 1960.

The Conference was inaugurated by Sri V. V. Giri, the Governor and presided over by Sri. B. Gopala Reddi, Union Minister and President, 1CSW. Smt. Nafeesath Beevi hoisted the flag. Prof. L M. Pylee, President, State Branch welcomed and Sri. John P. Valavi, General Secretary of the State Branch presented the Annual Report. Sri. Joseph Chackola proposed the vote of thanks.
Sectional Meetings were held on (1) Co-ordination of Welfare Work and (2) Medical Social Work

First section was presided over by Mrs. Mary Clubwala Jadav. Papers were read by Smt. Leela Damodara Menon and Sri. K.G Pillai on “Co-ordination Voluntary welfare work.” by Sri. John P. Valavi The Problems of Vagrancy” and by Rev. K. K.Chandy on “Financing Voluntary Welfare Agencies”
The second section was presided over by Miss G. R. Banerji. Papers were read by V. Narayana Iyer on “Social Welfare of the Diseased”, by Sri. J. K. Moturani (Baroda) on the psycho-Social Aspects of Leprosy”, by Sri. G. R.
on “Social Aspects of Ill-health”, and by |Chacko George on “Disease, Psyche and the Social Worker”.
Workshop group Meetings were held on (1) Care Institutions  and (2) Correctional Services. The first was presided over by Sri. A. V. John, papers were read by Sri. K. A. Balakrishnan on financial Aid to Care Institutions”, by Rev. Sr. Margretta on “Major problems of Care Institution by Rev. Mgr. Paul Chittilappilly on “Leprosy Work” The Second group was presided by Sri P. T. Chacko, Minister for Home. K.K. Pillai read a paper on “Probation”

A seminar on “Industrial Relations” was also organised with Sri. M. S. Venkataraman in the chair. Sri.V.V. Giri inaugurated it. Shri P. A. Bhaskaran as the Director. Papers were read on “Trade Unionism and National Development by Sri P. Balagangadhara Menon on “ Recent Trends in Industrial Relation”, by Sri K.A.

on “Industrial Strike: its Diagnosis and by Sri Paul Pothen on “Productivity ^nt in India,” and by Sri P. P Balakrishna Menon expanding the Horizon of Labour Welfare.” Sri Achuthan, Minister for Labour also addressed the seminar.

Sri. L. J George, Joseph Mampilly, V. T. B, M. K. Abdulla and Jacob Cherian, Miss Sarojini, Miss M. Sreenivasan, Miss Aliamma, Smt. G. Rajamma and Smt. Ratna Kala S Menon acted as secretaries of the groups.

The Closing session was presided over by Sri R. Shanker, Dy. Chief Minister. Sri A. G. Augustine proposed the vote of thanks.


[bookmark: _GoBack]ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT CANNANORE 
11th to 13th December 1961

Shri V. V. Giri inaugurated the conference at St. Michael’s High School Hall. Smt. Mary Clubwala Jadav presided. Shri Haridas Gordhandas, Chairman of the Reception Committee, welcomed the audience and Shri John P. Valavi, the General Secretary, presented the Annual Report and Smt. T. Karthy Nambiar proposed the vote of thanks.

Sectional meetings were held on (1) “An Integrated Department of Social welfare” with Prof. L. M. Pylee as chairman, (2) “Social Work Education”, Chairman Smt. Mary Clubwala Jadav (3) “Leprosy Control Work in Kerala”, chairman Dr. C. V Narayana Iyer, (4) “Welfare Services in Third Plan Period”, Chairman Smt. Leela Damodara Menon, M. L. A. and (5) “Correctional Services”, Chairman. Sri J. J. Panakal.

Rev. Fr. Francis Sales, Shri, J. J. Panakal, Rev. Sr. Loretta, and Sri G. R. Pillai (Coimbatore) spoke on Social work Education; Shri P. A. Bhaskaran and Shri K. Krishnan Nair on an Integrated Department of Social Welfare; Shri A. V. John, Rev. Fr. G. T. Thekkekara, Shri P. K. G. Pillai, Rev Fr. Koilparambil, S. J. and Shri. C. K. Velayudhan (Coimbatore) on welfare Services in Third Plan Period; Dr. T. N. N. Bhattathiripad (Noornad), Rt Rev. Mgr. Paul Chittilapilly (Trichur) and Rev. Fr. Joseph K. M. Thomas (Shertalai) on Leprosy Control work in Kerala and Shri K. Velayudhan, Shri Balagangadhara Menon D. S. P. Dr. K. Gopalan (Coimbatore) and Miss Padma Kurup on “Correctional Services”

Prof. O. J. Antony, Shri Jacob Cherian, Shri. K. K. Madhavan and Smt. Aliamma John were the secretaries for the various Sections, and Kumari Nalini, Mrs. Annie Menaud, Shri M. V. Narayana Iyer, Miss Dorothy Meyers the Recorders.

A seminar on TRIBAL WELFARE was conducted during the session. Shri V. V. Giri. Inaugurated it and Shri A. A. D. Luiz presided.Shri V.N.R. Panickar (Kerala), Sri G. R. Pillai (Coimbatore), Shri P. K. Vardhamannan (Kalpatta), Shri A. K. Mofre (Sholapur) and Shri P. G. Muthappa (Mysore) representing various States in India spoke on tribal problems, especially, education, medical aid, employment, eviction and integration


ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT TRICHUR 23rd to 25th August 1964

Sri Alexander Parambithara, Speaker, Kerala Assembly, inaugurated the Conference and Mrs. Clubwala presided. Rt. Rev. Mgr. Paul Chittilappilly welcomed and Mrs P. N. Menon. General Secretary presented the Report. Sri C. C. George proposed the vote of thanks. Sectional meetings were held on (1) Vocational Guidance in Educational Institutions (2) Urban welfare and (3) Youth Welfare.

The first Section was presided over by Dr. Perin Mehta (New Delhi). The programme personnel were (1) Dr. H. P. Metha (New Delhi) (2) M/s T. V. Swaminathan (3) P. Narayana Menon and P. G Jacob. 
The Second Section was presided over by Miss Ruby Perell (New Delhi). The programme personnel were (1) Sri J. J Panakal, Bombay, (Juvenile Delinquency) (2) Miss Elizabeth Philip (Health & Hygiene) (3) Dr. K. N. Pisharadi (Social & Moral Hygiene)
The third section was presided over by Prof. L. M. Pylee. The programme personnel were Sri. K.N. George (Madras) (Youth & Discipline) and (2) Rev-Fr. J. Ligouri (Students and Social work.)
A seminar on “Social Welfare and Five Year Plan” was held, (i) Sri Zafifar Saifilla (Mysore’ (2) Miss P. K. Rosily and (3) Rev. Dr. Thomas Moothedan were the principal speakers. M/s Justus Lazarus. O J. Antony, N.K Seshan,
C. M. Kuriakose and Abraham Kurian, Miss Padmavathy Kurup and Miss Valsa Paul acted as group secretaries. Prof. V. Ramanathan presided over the concluding session.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT ERNAKULAM 12th January 1969.

The conference was inaugurated by Mr. Justice V. R Krishna Iyer and presided over by Prof. L. M. Pylee. Rev Fr. Francis Sales C. M. I. welcomed the gathering and Sri. John P. Valavi proposed the vote of thanks. After a speech by Sri S. D. Gokhale papers were presented by (1) Dr. V. K. Alexander on “Educational and Intellectual Growth in Children”, by (2) Dr. M. J. George on “Child & Health” and by (3) Miss Ravikala Kamathon “Child and Education”.

The first section was presided over by Sri S. D. Gokhale, the second section by Rev. Fr. M.D. Varkey S. J. and the 3rd section by Dr. C. M. Joseph. Miss Usha Kumari, Sri P. Chellappan and Sri C. M. Kuriakose acted as Secretaries and M/s K Govindankutty Menon, Laurance Paul, C. P. Balakrishna Kurup and K. Gopalan Nair as Recorders.Mr. Justice M, U. Isaac presided over the plenary session. 

NATIONAL SEMINAR - Spot Light on Children,
January, 1971
Rajagiri College of Social Sciences, Kalamassery,Cochin

Extracts from the Souvenir released on the occasion

The messages from distinguished personages like the present President of India, Shri V. V. Giri, whose heart has always held Kerala dear, the Prime Minister  who has been deeply concerned with the issues of of child welfare and rehabilitation, the Vice President of India, the Chief Minister of the State and other Chief Ministers and Ministers various States, have inspired us a great deal .The Governors of Bihar and Haryana, Uttar Pradesh , Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh and Maharashtra have kindly greeted us on the  occasion of the National Seminar and we are  thankful to them. His Eminence Joseph Cardinal Parekkattil has, by his presence and greetings have  sanctified the seminar and the souvenir. 

The Governor of Kerala, Shri V. Viswanathan, like the esteemed Cardinal has  participated in the Inaugural  function. Indeed, the wise words of the Governor inaugurating the Seminar were a distinct contribution to the thoughts that were subsequently the keynote of the discussions. Smt. Mary Clubwala, President and dynamic figure in the field of social work in the country, Shri S. D. Gokhale,  Secretary of the Indian Institute of Social  Work, and a galaxy of social scientists and workers donated  their time and energy to lead kindly light during the seminar by reading papers, chairing meetings and participating in the discussions.

Rev. Fr. Francis Sales, C.M.I , the Director of the Institute  of Social Work, Rajagiri, and his dedicated  band consisting of the staff and students of the Institute did yeomen service to organise the seminar and provided the facilities for holding it in the Institute premises. Special mention has to be made of Shri V. J. Pappu, the energetic General Secretary of the State Branch.
Messrs. S. Krishna Kumar, M.K.K. Nayar, Prof. L. M. Pylee, John P. Valavi, K. A Damodara Menon, Cheeran Mathews, T. A. George, A. K. Seshadri, Mrs. K. A. Mathew, Prof K. A. Bala krishnan, Rev. Fr. Abel and other Chairmen and Presidents and members of the various committees but for whose whole-hearted and untiring work the Seminar would not have been such a great success. Mr. R. Madhavan Nair who ably managed the financial affairs of the seminar and saved it from a crash. Persons who have helped us with donations for the conduct of the Seminar, as well as all those who have generously contributed to build the stadium as a monument of the Seminar. 

Rev. Fr. Provincial, S. H. Province, who has placed all the Rajagiri institutions at the disposal of the Seminar. Rev. Fr. Gregory C.M.I., the Rector, Rajagiri H. S., Smt. Ratnakala S. Menon and Shri Jacob, Principal, Food Craft Centre, Kalamassery, Shri Joseph Olickan who have spared no pains for the success of the catering department of the Seminar. Mr. K. J. Yesudas, Sri P. K. Devan and artistes of the SEE INDIA FOUNDATION, Shri T. P. M. Ibrahim Khan, Shri Rajagopal of Institute of Social work, Sr. Modesta and Sr. Annie Felice and students of St. Tresa’s College who entertained the delegates and guests. Mr. D. Ramachandran Potti of the Gandhi Peace Foundation who allowed the Seminar Reception Committee to function at his office premises. Friends who have contributed articles, and institutions and firms who have patronised by inserting advertisements. Mr. P. K. Kurian, the Chairman of the Souvenir Committee whose enthusiasm and support made the souvenir possible, and Mr. A. G. Augustine who edited the Souvenir and saw it through the press.

The enormous help and affection we have received in the conduct of the seminar and the getting up of the Souvenir are ineffable. Nevertheless, we thank, to the extent the words can convey our sincerest feelings, to all those, great and small, who have co-operated in making our national venture in this far corner a success.
Justice V. R. Krishna Iyer, 
President, Indian Council of Social Work, Kerala 

Constitution
The constitution of ICSW Kerala State Branch was approved on 12th January 1969 by the General Body Meeting of ICSW Kerala State Branch. 
Aims and Objectives of Kerala Branch
· To provide a state forum for the discussion of social welfare and related matters. 
· To foster the development of social welfare in the state. 
· To Promote the exchange of information and experiences among social workers, social agencies and others interested in social welfare. 
· To facilitate and promote co-operation and co-ordination among state level and local organisations in the field of social welfare. 
· To undertake study and research on social problems. 
· To review and guide the progress of social work in the state on scientific lines. 
· To promote and safeguard the status of social work and social workers. 
· To collaborate with the state and welfare organisations on social work. 
· To impart training programmes in the field of Social Service 
Activities 
· To provide a District forum for discussion of social welfare and related matters. 
· To undertake all major activities stated in the Aims and Objectives of the constitution. 
· To enrol members from the District. 
· To conduct seminars / workshops on topics related to social service work. 
· To organise training programmes for social service workers and NGO’s 
· To help NGO’s in disminating uptodate information related to social service work. 
· To interact with social service organisation /NGO’s of the district. 
· To create a networking system among NGO’s in the District. 

District Branches
In Kerala, district branches are formed in all the fourteen revenue districts of the state.
Scrutiny of Adoption and Guardianship Applications

In 1983, the ICSW Kerala state branch was appointed by the  Govt. of India and Supreme Court of India to scrutinize the petitions filed for adoption/ Guardianship and to submit its recommendation to the Hon. District Court and family Courts in Kerala for their consideration while passing an order.
 A State level workshop on the Family Courts Act was held in 1992 at Ashir Bhavan , Kacheripady.

NGO Directory
The first state wise NGO directory was published by ICSW state branch on 25th October 1998. The directory gives a clear profile of NGOs in Kerala. Draft Voluntary Sector Policy, Kerala (ICSW) was formulated in 2012.

Registration of the ICSW Kerala Chapter
Registration of  the ICSW Kerala chapter has been carried out at Malappuram on 12-05-2010 under The Societies Registration Act 1860 . There after it has been renewed annually.

