
Sangamam

Sangamam,  as the meaning of this Malayalam word goes is the coming together of all Voluntary Sector Organizations in Kerala.  Sangamam, which was first initiated by ICSW Kerala chapter in 1998. The professional social work and voluntary social service sectors in the state did not have adequate platforms for confluence and sharing. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Sangamam was primarily mooted to attain this purpose. Sangamam 1998 ,The first state conference of NGO's was held in 1998 at Rajagiri College of Social Science, Kalamassery, Cochin. The theme of the conference was 'Women Empowerment'. Sangamam 2000 , A state level gathering of NGOs was held at Thrissur on December 1st and 2nd 2000. The theme of the conference was ‘Child Rights Focus on Girl Child’. There were 400 participants representing various NGOs & Social Work Schools in Kerala. Sangamam 2002  Another state level gathering of NGOS was held at Calicut on 27th and 28th December 2002. The theme of the conference was 'Development through partnership'. In the conference eminent social service workers were recognised. Samgamam 2011 , the state level meet of social work students, educators and practitioners, has been organized in BCM  College Kottayam on 23rd to 25th  September 2011. The great event was jointly organized by ICSW, Dept. of Social work BCM College Kottayam, All Kerala Student Social Work Association and Association of School Social Work Kerala. The active participation of the 100 plus NGOs, made the summit meaningful and success. During the summit, the outline of Draft policy for the Voluntary sector has been formulated and submitted to Government of Kerala. 
In the year 2015, NGO Sangamam was organised at Kasargod on 31st January 2015. The theme chosen for Sangamam was Palliative Care – Role of NGOs (Non-Governmental Organisations) and CSOs (Civil Society Organisations). Alpha Palliative Care Trust, a renowned name in palliative care, voluntarily agreed to be a partner in organizing Sangamam at Kasargod. Being a new area of social work and social service, NGO Sangamam aimed at building a relationship with Alpha Pain and Palliative Clinic as to promote similar initiatives and become parties in nation building. Shri M P Antoni, State President, Shri Jineshlal R V, State General Secretary, Shri Jacob Thumpayil, State Treasurer participated in the event along with fifty other participants.
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